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Discover the Region 

The Fitzgerald Coast is situated on the south coast of Western Australia, 
encompassing the three town centres of Munglinup, Hopetoun, Ravensthorpe and 
the small farming community of Jerdacuttup. The region is located on the South Coast 
Highway 5 hours from Perth, two hours from Esperance and just 2.5 hours East of 
Albany.  There is also an airport located between Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun, 
offering flights to and from Esperance and Perth two days per week. 
A temperate climate of beautiful sunny winter days and cool summer nights can be 
enjoyed. 
Two thirds of the Ravensthorpe Shire is natural bushland, made up of the Fitzgerald 
River National Park and the Ravensthorpe Range and reserves, all of which are rich in 
geology and native flora and fauna, including many rare species unique to our region. 
The coastal scenery of Hopetoun and Munglinup is spectacular, grand headlands and 
pristine beaches unique to the southeast of Western Australia provide the area with a 
wealth of natural beauty. 
Explore ancient mountain ranges, rocky hills, rugged river valleys, vast sand plains, 
estuaries and large inlets. Unwind in the relaxed pace of Ravensthorpe, Munglinup and 
Hopetoun.  
With some of the most magnificent and accessible white sandy beaches in Australia, 
beach front camping, world class fishing and diving, 4WD and hiking, there is 
something for everyone on the Fitzgerald Coast from adventurer to holiday maker. 
 
The region is unique, off the beaten track, making you feel you are the first to 
explore every nook and cranny, the perfect destination for your next holiday.  

Wilderness Within Reach
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Self Drive Tours 
Weave through agricultural land taking in the view of rolling 
hillsides, natural bushland and fields of yellow canola (when 
in season) as you arrive into Ravensthorpe. 

Your itinerary to discover the 
magic of the Fitzgerald Coast

 
DAY 1 Arrive in Ravensthorpe 

 
DAY 2 Ravensthorpe 
Enjoy breakfast at one of the local cafes, each boasting great 
coffee and homemade goodies, prior to heading to the 
Ravensthorpe Museum. Get lost amongst displays of locally 
made produce, arts and crafts, and the history of our region. 
This museum is a hidden gem, the volunteers are so 
knowledgeable you will love spending your morning here. 

This 4WD tour takes you on a 29 km journey along the 
top ridge of the Ravensthorpe Range. The range has the 
most Eucalyptus species in the world for its size and is 
exploding with wildflowers and mining history. Reset 
your odometer at the Museum and follow the Ravensthorpe 
Range Scenic 4WD Tour: 
Travel east down Morgans Street from the Museum towards 
the roundabout, turning left at the roundabout onto the heavy 
haulage route. Continue past Hosking Street turning right 
onto Floater Road (Second Right). 'Lookout' signposted.  
4.4 km – On the left is Galaxy Resources lithium mine. Sorry 
no entry. 
6 Km - You are now approaching the old Floater Mine site on 
the left, operations began in 1899.  
10 Km- Immediately after turning a sharp corner to the left 
turn right and ascend Archer Drive. Depending on the 
season and time of the year you will see many wildflowers 
such as, Nodding Banksias, Beaufortias, Lechenaultias, 
Bottlebrushes, Verticordias and Qualup bells. 
About 11 km- Archer Drive Lookout. Have a break and take 
in the secenery. View from left to right: Mt Desmond, 
Elverdton copper mine headframe and tailings dam, East Mt 
Barren, Eyre Range, Ravensthorpe town
(easily distinguished by the three large grain silos).  
Spend time exploring the range.  
About 21 km – Clearing. Turn left and follow the “to 
Carlingup Road’ sign. Cockies Tongues,  
(Templetonia retusa), Red Pea Flowers. 
22 km – Carlingup Road, turn right. 
23.5 km -  South Coast Highway, turn right for 
Ravensthorpe. 
 
 
 
 

Head for the Hills  
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Visit the old headframe and relics from the Cattlin gold & 
copper mine (1899 - 1970). 
Follow the FARMGATE ART TRAIL! See some amazing 
creations made from scraps normally found on a farm. See 
the Art Trail Map on Pg 7. Enjoy an overnight stay in
Ravensthorpe! View pg 26 for accommodation options.



Self DriveTour Discover Hopetoun
Day 3 Ravensthorpe to Hopetoun
Make your way to Hopetoun, stopping in at the 
historical Kundip information bay, where a bustling town 
once thrived during the gold rush era. Enjoy the crops to 
your left and right as you get closer to Hopetoun, safely 
pull over to the side of the road and get a snap of the 
very impressive crops from July - September. Check in 
to your accommodation and have the afternoon at 
leisure. Stroll around the shops at the beautiful 
seaside town of Hopetoun. Get your feet wet and throw 
a line in the crystal clear water or just kick back and rest. 
Make your way down to the Groyne at sunset and join 
the locals in a 'Groyney'. 

Day 4 Hopetoun & FRNP
The Fitzgerald River National Park is one of the 
largest and most botanically significant national parks 
in Australia. Access is only a few kilometres from 
Hopetoun, just before the first roundabout into town turn 
right onto Hamersley Drive. You will discover mountains 
and spectacular coastlines, viewing platforms, 
wildflowers and wildlife. Make sure you have your 
camera at the ready! Climb East Mt Barren, walk the 
Hakea Trail to the breathtaking Quoin Head. Keep a 
watch for whales during June to October. Have some fun 
4WDing and exploring the Hamersley sand dunes or 
paddle a canoe on the inlet. 

Day 5 Munglinup 
Head to Munglinup via Springdale Rd, turning right 
at Munglinup Beach Road. (Around 85 km). Prior to the 
flood travellers would take the scenic Southern Ocean 
Rd route, unfortunately this road remains underwater. 
(Read flood information below). Once in 
Munglinup, relax under the shady trees, take a walk 
along the beach, snorkel the pristine waterways or kayak 
the Oldfield Estuary. 
 In February 2017 the Ravensthorpe Shire and surrounding 
region was devastated by flood, some areas 
experiencing more than 300ml of rain in a 48 hr period. The 
townsites of Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun were cut off due 
to extensive water across main highways and bridges 
destroyed. The damage of the flood on local businesses, 
farming and residential property and all roads will take 
years to repair. We ask that you take care, be sure to drive 
to the condition of roads and take it a bit slower. Please 
also remember to remain patient while some roads are still 
closed - it is advised that you contact the Ravensthorpe 
Shire or the Fitzgerald Coast Tourism Association if you are 
going off road to receive up to  date road reports. Shire 
Office  (9839 0000). 

Phillips River Bridge - Collapse Feb 2017
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RAVENSTHORPE 

 
Scenic Drives 
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Mt Madden Scenic Drive 
This drive is 160 km round trip. 
Leave from the Ravensthorpe Museum and 
proceed west through the main street. If you 
haven't already, be sure to stop in at the grain 
silos as you pass to admire the Banksia mural. 
Continue on South Coast Highway, after 3.6 km 
turn right onto Lake King Road.  
10 km - On your right there is a Rest Area, it is 
encouraged you pull in to see old mining relics. 
Mt Short is on the right (highest peak in the 
Ravensthorpe Range). Many wildflowers can be 
spotted in this rest area.  
23 km - Rest Area on left. Pincushion hakea 
trees flower in autumn and  winter. For the next 
few kilometres, you will 
see Banksias, Blue Mallees, Rock Oaks, Tea  
 Trees and Bottlebrushes. 
4. 37 km - On the left you will see the Mt 
Madden bin. The grain from these bins is then 
transferred to the Esperance Port. Farmland on 
this drive, in some cases dates back to early 
20th century, however a large proportion has 
been developed since 1966.  
5. 50 km - Pallarup Rocks Nature Reserve. Turn 
right off the sealed road to a shady rest area 
with an Information Bay, picnic tables and bush 
walks.Turn right at the freshwater standpipe to 
the historic well, there is a 16 km walk to Mt 
Madden which was developed by the Lake King 
Primary School for the 1988 Bicentenary. In 
spring an abundance of wildflowers can be 
found on this walk.  
Return to the sealed road and after 50m on your 
left there is a track to Lake Pallarup which will 
take you on a circular drive around the lake. 
(check the conditions of the road before 
proceeding). Allen road will take you back to the 
sealed Lake King Rd.  
74 km - Turn left onto Muncasters Rd (gravel), 
watch out for a plaque detailing the history of 
the CBH site. At 80 km turn left onto Hatters Hill 
Rd, on the left is a plaque marking the site of 
the first Mt Madden School, turning right onto Mt 
Madden Rd and make your way to Mt Madden 
Rock. Explore the rock, great picnic spot at the 
bottom. To travel back to Ravensthorpe - return 
to Hatters Hill Rd, turning left at Muncaster Rd, 
turn right at Stennets Lake Rd, right at Beatty 
Rd, turning left onto Lake King Rd at 124 km.  
 

Mt Short Scenic Drive - 40 km
Depart from the museum, heading west and turn right 
onto the Lake King Rd.  
At 18.4 km turn right onto Mt Short Road (gravel 4WD is 
recommended in wet weather). You will see a gravel pit 
on your right and an access sign to climb Mt Short, the 
highest peak in the Ravensthorpe Range, measuring at 
448m- allow one hour up a rough path to reach the top.  
Continue driving on Mt Short Rd through the range, and 
at 25 km turn right onto Floater Rd. From here you can 
view Archer Drive Lookout (Pg 3 of this brochure) or 
follow Floater Rd back onto the heavy haulage route and 
into Ravensthorpe. 

Depart Ravensthorpe Museum, head 
towards Esperance along the South 
Coast Highway.On the left near the caravan park, is 
the location of the old railway station 1909- 1935. 
6.6km - No.1 Smelter (1904) ruins can be 
seen on the hill to the left – private property, no 
entry. 13km - Turn right at the Elverdton Road 
sign onto gravel road.  
16.7km - Turn right, Ethel Daw Lookout has 
panoramic views over farmland, natural bush, 
Elverdton and Desmond copper mines and Southern 
Ocean. If entering into the 
bush beware of old mine shafts. 
Return down Ethel Daw Drive and turn right 
at the end – continue up Elverdton Road. 
Going down the hill you will observe 
Pincushion hakeas flowering profusely in 
autumn and early winter. 
19.1km - Turn left onto the Ravensthorpe 
Hopetoun Road (sealed) to observe the old 
Elverdton copper mine and gold processing 
plant finally closed in 1990. STRICTLY NO 
ADMITTANCE. Nothing remains of the old 
Desmond town site west of the road. 
TURN AROUND and now head back to 
Ravensthorpe.  
24.8km - No sign, but you can take a spur to 
the right (0.7kms along the track which is 
rough and will require 4WD in wet weather) 
and you will see the expansive ruins 
covering about 20 hectares of the No.2 
Smelter, where gold, copper and silver ore 
were extracted from 1906 to 1918. More 
details available at the Museum. 
Return to the sealed road and turn right to 
head back to Ravensthorpe. 

Ethel Daw Scenic Drive - 30 km



Farm Gate Art Trail  
Ravensthorpe Regional Arts Council's Farm Gate Art Trail project is a 

collection of fabulous sculptures, mainly created by locals from farm scrap 
metal and themed around local wildflowers and fun. 

1. 94 Spence Street garden, Ravensthorpe 
Pansy Orchid, Royal hakea, Verticordia, Grass 
tree, Twining fringe lily, Cowslip orchids, Flame pea 
bush Waitzia spyasmile, Banksia blechnifolia, Qualu 
bells, Scarlet banksia, Red kangaroo paw. Made 
by Graeme and Shirl Sutherland. 
2. 2195 Lake King Road (15km from 
Ravensthorpe). 
Archer Farm entrance. 
Qualup bells, Wax flowers, Scarlet banksia, 
mushroom, 19th century 2-furrow plough, 
Fordson Major tractor, steel tractor wheels, wagon. 
Made by John Archer. 
3. 2880 Lake King Rd (14.5km from 
Ravensthorpe). 
Penny-farthing, miner with wheelbarrow. Made 
by Lloyd Archer. 
4. 19462 South Coast Hwy, WEST of 
Ravensthorpe. 
‘T’ tree and star flowers. Made by John and Jan 
Fletcher. 
5. 19828 Sth Coast Hwy, (14km from 
Ravensthorpe). 
50m to farm entrance – ‘Soda Springs’. Made by 
Graeme and Shirl Sutherland. 
6 & 7 South Coast Highway 
40km west of Ravensthorpe 
Blooming wax flowers. Made by the Kuiper 
family. Robot Ted with his daises, Skippy with his 
kangaroo paw flower. Made by Heath Kuiper. 
8. South Coast Hwy (1.5km EAST) 
Ravensthorpe. 
The Painted Lady (Gompholobium scabrum). 
Made by Enid Tink. 
9. 17110 Rolyn Hill Farm, South Coast Hwy, 
Ravensthorpe 
Qualup bell. Made by Maree Daw. 
10. Ravensthorpe—Hopetoun Road, 6.5km from 
Ravensthorpe 
 “Cordingup South” farm gate, Fringed Lily 
Made by Shirl Sutherland. 
 

11. Cordingup Flat paddock, (North side of 
Road) 
Scarlet Banksia.Made by Dianne and Greg Belli. 
12. Cordingup Flat paddock, (North side of 
Road) 
“Blue Boy” . Made by Dianne and Greg Belli. 
13. 4035 Ravensthorpe-Hopetoun Road 
Leaf the Gate open 4035. Made by Kier Douthie. 
14. Lot 1422 Hopetoun Road along unnamed 
road reserve—Entrance along herit-age trail 7km
from Ravensthorpe 
BushRanges—Such is Life in Ravey. Made by 
Shanita Woodham. 
15. Blue Vista turn-off 
A Country High Tea. Made by Sue Leighton and 
Colin Hughes with help from the Belli & Foulds 
Families. 
16. Blue Vista 
Miscellaneous Farm Gate Art  
17. 50 Blue Vista Farm gate 
Queen Beatrice (pictured on next pg) 
Made by Sue Leighton and Colin Hughes. 
18. Dam Bank
Floating Lotus. Made by Ainsley & Paul Foulds. 
19 Farm dam, on right just past Springdale Road 
turn-off Dryandra corvijuga. Made by RRAC 
20. 84 John Forrest Road, “Forrest Farm” 
entrance. Royal Hakea & Scarlet Banksia  Made 
by Ainsley & Paul Foulds and painted by artist 
Andrew Britton 
21. 28 Dawn Street, Hopetoun 
Local Wildflowers. Made by Bas van Hinsberg & 
Josh Hansen. 
22. Corner Springdale and Daniels Road 
Bushland bouquet of Quandong (Santalum 
acuminatum), Christmas Tree or Munji 
tree (Nuytsia floribunda) and Banksia baxteri. 
Made by Eve and Frank Green. 
23. 982 Tamarine Road, Jerdacuttup 
Western Pygmy—Possum on a Banksia nut. 
Made by Helen and Michael Palmer. 
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Farm Gate Art Trail  
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Ravensthorpe

The town of Ravensthorpe was gazetted in 1901, named after the Ravensthorpe Range which 
encircles the Ravensthorpe townsite. The rugged range has seemingly endless unspoiled bush land 
that stretches for about 45 km from north of the town in an easterly and the southerly direction to 
Kundip. The Range has an abundance of plants and wildflowers, many unique to the region. There are 
also many scenic spots and lookouts, however the range top is only accessible via 4WD- be mindful of 
the wildlife! Kangaroos, emus, and mallee fowl are never far away! Approximately one third of the 
Ravensthorpe Shire is productive farmland sustaining an economy by primary production of wheat, 
oats, barley, lupins, canola, peas & beans, cattle and sheep. There are also many locals selling their 
fine produce of honey, fruits, jams, and many other preserves. Ravensthorpe is steeped in history, 
there are only mere snippets of monumental happenings within this brochure, please visit the 
Ravensthorpe Museum to truly get lost in time.   

 
1906 saw the first brick buildings 
established in Ravensthorpe, and very 
important buildings they were- the 
Commercial Hotel, the Western 
Australian Bank and The Palace Hotel. 
Ravensthorpe Community Centre – 
(pictured) The first brick and two storey 
building in Ravensthorpe, built by John F 
Brown. In 1993 the community restored 
the building to its former glory. The 
building is now the Ravensthorpe 
Community Centre, home of the RAIN 
(Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative 
Network) group, established in 2001 by 
farmers with the purpose of promoting 
responsible natural resource 
management and best practice farming in 
the Ravensthorpe district. 
Western Australian Bank - Built from 
imported bricks from Germany, the 
building is now the Ravensthorpe Shire 
Offices and still to this day boasts jarrah 
timber work, stained glass windows and 
stamped metal ceilings, well preserved 
original condition. 
The Palace Hotel - (right image) Built in 
local brick and features jarrah furniture 
and staircase, a stunning Edwardian 
stained glass window in the stairwell and 
pressed metal ceilings reflecting the 
prosperity of the period.  8

Community Centre Palace Hotel 

Archer Drive Lookout



Ravensthorpe 

Ravensthorpe Museum & Dance Cottage A hidden gem, enjoy looking through tourism information, 
local arts and crafts and preserves on sale. Get lost in history with a variety of memorabilia. Make your 
way outside to the original jail, farming machinery and the pride and joy - Dance Cottage. The property 

was built by George Dance in 1900, and still today resembles a working home of the 1900’s.   

See &
 D

o 

Ravensthorpe Silos The artwork follows the 
flowering cycle of a Banksia, native to the region. 
World renowned street artist Amok Island, along with 
FORM and CBH created the 25m high mural 
throughout August 2016.

 Farm Gate Art A selection of crafts made from 
scrap steel waste from farms are dotted around the 
landscape. 

 Scenic Drives and Ravensthorpe Range There 
are multiple scenic drives; both 2WD and 4WD-
please visit our visitor centre for more information & 
specific brochures. The Ravensthorpe Range is very 
popular- 29km of fascinating views and a lot of 
mallee fowl and kangaroos to be seen. 

Railway Heritage Walk Trails A four- section walk 
way through natural bush, following the path of the 
original railway track that connected Ravensthorpe 
mines to Hopetoun Port. Specific brochures and 
maps can be found at the Visitor Centres.  
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The Silo Art creation took 31 
days & 338 litres of paint!



Hopetoun

Hopetoun is a fantastic waterfront holiday destination. Holiday makers return each year to enjoy the relaxed 
pace of Hopetoun, the pristine beaches, the picturesque scenery, the abundance of water activities and of 
course the easy access to the Fitzgerald River National Park. Great accommodation, cafes, shops and town 
facilities are just a stroll to Hopetoun’s endless unspoiled beaches and the ‘Hopey Groyne’. The groyne is the
present breakwater which replaced the old jetty, here holiday makers and locals alike launch their boats or 
fish off of the jetty and rocks while children play on the pontoon in the bay, paddle boarders' cruise the 
coastline, and kite surfers enjoy the break. If the southern ocean is feeling a tad fresh, relax with a book on 
the squeaky white sand or picnic under the shade of the huts on the foreshore. West of Hopetoun, 
Hamersley Drive and its many good 2WD spur roads give easy road access to 25km of pristine beaches and 
the entrance to the Fitzgerald River National Park. East of Hopetoun the beaches are remarkably accessible 
by gravel roads. The Southern Ocean Road skirts the shoreline and has several coastal lookouts and access 
points to beaches, many of which have quiet pools for fishing and bathing. This road continues onto Mason 
Bay and Starvation Bay. 
 *Please contact one of the Visitor Centres, the Fitzgerald Coast Tourism Association or the Ravensthorpe 
Shire to check on the accessibility of the Southern Ocean Road, this road was badly damaged in the 
February 2017 floods, visitors may have to travel along Springdale Rd.

“Hopetoun’s special charm has been retained over the years and 
generations of children have enjoyed its coastal beauty and its recreational 

activities, returning year after year, eventually with their own children”.
10



Hopetoun  

See &
 D

o 

  
Railway Heritage Walk Trail A four- 
section walk way through natural bush, 
following the path of the original railway 
track that connected Ravensthorpe mines 
to Hopetoun Port. 

Dunn’s Swamp and Dunn Cottage: a wetland and highly 
productive ecosystem surrounded by paperbark trees, great 
for picnics, bushwalks and bird watching. The ruins of a 
cottage built in 1877 by original settlers the Dunn Brothers still 
remain today. The lake is now brackish, however in the past 
the freshwater lake was used to refill the boilers of the steam 
locomotives travelling between Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun. 
Located 5km north of town, turn east along a gravel road, 
signage present.  

Hopetoun Foreshore / Groyne Walk from the main street of Hopetoun straight onto the beach. Find 
shelters, toilet facilities and grassed areas for picnics whilst enjoying a swim at the bay. Later watch the sun 

setting over the ocean and East Mt Barren, or even try to spot whales!

W
hale

 &
 D

olp
hin

 

Spotti
ng !

Phillips River Canoe Trail Recently 
developed to allow for parking, picnic tables 
and toilet facilities. The trail is 4.92 Km one 
way- leading to the Pitchie Ritchie gauging 
station.All levels of experience.

McCulloch Park Once the location of a 
warehouse when Hopetoun was a bustling 
port, a tramway connected the warehouse
to the Hopetoun Jetty. Parts of the 
tramway can still be seen in the grass in 
the southwest corner of the park. The 
entrance sign of the Park is made from 
timber salvaged from the old jetty. There 
are toilet facilities, gas BBQ’s, shelters and
children’s play equipment however, the 
prominent feature is the replica Railway 
Station and Bandstand.  
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 The Oldfield Esturary south of Munglinup town is the perfect place to take a kayak or 
canoe and paddle along taking in the views of the untouched bushland and water birds. 

If you prefer to keep your feet dry, a nature bush walk trail leads through bush land 
along the river all the way to the ocean where wildflowers and wildlife can be seen all 
year round. Visitors to Munglinup are encouraged to help protect and conserve the 

natural beauty of the area. 

Munglinup is located just 80 
km east of Ravensthorpe and 
Hopetoun, and only an hour’s 

drive from Esperance. 

The small town of Munglinup has a number of 
sporting facilities with the roadhouse offering 

services to the traveller. 

Munglinup

  Holiday makers enjoy the secluded beach of Munglinup, where you 
are always guaranteed an ideal fishing spot off the beach. The beach 

is protected by reef, providing a calm bay for snorkelling and 
swimming, or relax on the beach with a good book. 

Munglinup Beach Park offers 
quality holiday accommodation 
facilities in natural surrounds. 

The park is located on Munglinup
Beach Rd. Maps and local area 
information are available at the 

reception.  
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The Community Resource Centres are 
friendly, locally owned and operated 

service & information venues where you 
can use the internet, assess your email & 

print, photocopy and fax documents. 
The Visitor Information Centres in our 

region take pride in providing travellers 
with interactive displays, up to date 

information on our community, the flora & 
fauna, geography, history, culture and our 

tourist attractions. 



 History 
In the 1860’s the first European settlers to the region, the Dunn Brothers, took up a pastoral lease at 
Cocanarup. The local Aboriginals befriended the settlers, assisting with shepherding their sheep against 
the attack of dingoes. In 1880 tensions arose between the two groups, crimes were committed which lead
to the horrific massacre of Aboriginal men, women and children. The Yarramoup Aboriginal Corporation 
and the Ravensthorpe Historical Society worked together to source funding and develop a memorial to 
acknowledge the past and reconciliation. In May 2015, more than 200 people gathered at Kukenarup to 
witness the historic event of unveiling the Kukenarup Memorial, one of the first memorials of its kind in 
Australia.  You will find the memorial just 15 km west of Ravensthorpe off the South Coast HIghway.  

settlement. Mr and Mrs Veal were the first settlers in 
Hopetoun in 1900 and by February 1901 Hopetoun 
was gazetted, named after the first Governor General 
of Australia, ‘Earl of Hopetoun’. In the 1940’s, post 
mining gold rush, professional fishing took off in the 
area, predominantly salmon, and a cannery was 
established on the foreshore at the site of the Railway 
Station. 

 Hopetoun was first known as 
Mary Ann Haven, named by a 
sealer after his daughter in the 
mid 1800's prior to white 
 Buildings of relevance

The Port Hotel was established in 1904 where the 
modern bar now stands, the present two storey 
building was added in 1907.  
Old Jail & Police Station located on the corner of 
Clarke & Barnett Streets - now incorporated into a 
private dwelling.  
Railway Carriage one of the two original carriages 
that travelled Ravensthorpe - Hopetoun. South side 
of West Street - private property  
 

The iconic Groyne (featured) was 
constructed in 1984 to replace the old 
jetty which was demolished in 1983.

By 1960 Hopetoun had become a popular holiday destination, resulting in many 
holiday homes being built, power and water was not supplied until the late 1970s.

Hopetoun Jetty 1901- 1983
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The Phillips River Goldfield-  mining History 
Ravensthorpe and surrounds has a strong mining history, 
that continues through to today. The first mineral found in 
the region was coal in 1848 when Surveyor General Roe 
reported sightings in the Phillips and Fitzgerald Rivers. 
It was not until the infamous Dunn Brothers found gold in 
Stevenson’s Creek on their pastoral lease at Cocanarup in 
1898, when mining really took off in the area. The Dunn 
Brothers find lead to the first mine in Ravensthorpe – ‘Jim 
Dunns Wonder Mine’. Gold was also discovered in the 
Ravensthorpe Range initiating the gold rush to the Phillips 
River Goldfield increasing population by almost 8 times 
from 1898 to 1902. As the Ravensthorpe townsite was not 
gazetted until 1901, miners lived in tents at Hawk's Nest
Mining Camp. 
.  As the Phillips River Goldfield developed, so did the 
increase in demand for supplies by ships, and by 1901 a 
jetty measuring 432 m long was established, becoming 
the Port of Mary Ann Haven; gold was transported by 
horses, donkeys and wagons from the goldfield down to 
the port. In 1909 a railway almost 55 km long stretching 
between Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun was established 
transferring gold from mine to port on locomotive, the first 
arrived by sea from Kirup in Western Australia’s South 
West.  In 1914 Passenger Coaches holding 21-32 
passengers were available to the public, one of the 
coaches has been restored privately in Hopetoun, the 
other is housed at the Ravensthorpe Museum. 
Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe were bustling, in 1911 the 
population of the Phillips River District was 2000 and the 
region had witnessed a building boom in Ravensthorpe, 
Desmond, Kundip and Hopetoun with the establishment of
banks, hospitals, schools, churches and even ‘The Phillips 
River Brewery’! 
By 1918 mining had almost ceased in the region due to 
the impacts of the First World War, where 18 local men 
were killed in action. 
Farming was developing even throughout the gold rush 
years, 1902 saw the first wheat crop planted (20 acres) by 
Arthur Chambers and Dave Neil. In 1947 the first CBH bin 
was established and there was a land boom with farm 
land being allocated at Munglinup, Fitzgerald, 
Jerdacuttup, and North Ravensthorpe. 
 

Team of Donkeys Cattlin Mine First Train 
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Fitzgerald River National Park 

A botanical wonderland renowned for its rugged and spectacular scenery, the Fitzgerald River National 
Park is one of the largest National Parks in Australia, with 330 000 hectares of unspoiled wilderness 
located on one of the most amazing stretches of Australian Coast. 
The park is one of the most flora and fauna rich conservation areas in Western Australia, recognized 
globally for the natural diversity. Approximately 20 % of the state’s described plant species, 22 mammal 
species, 41 reptile species, and more than 200 bird species, more species of animals live in this park than 
any other reserve in South Western Australia, a nature enthusiasts play ground! Much of the rugged 
scenery and pristine coastline is accessible via 2WD, due to the 40 million dollar upgrade completed in 
June 2014. 4WD tracks are sign posted, whilst the central wilderness area is only accessible on foot. The 
central wilderness acts as the divider between two recreational areas of the park- East and West. The 
southern portion of Hamersley Drive is a sealed road taking you to all of the main recreational sites in the 
East of the park – Four Mile Beach, Barrens Beach, Barrens Lookout, Mylies Beach and Cave Point to 
name a few. Pabelup Drive provides access to the West side of the park and Point Ann, a popular whale 
watching spot between July and October.  Unsealed roads are not suitable for caravans, large buses or 
motor homes. All unsealed roads & 4WD tracks are closed in wet weather, road condition reports can be 
found on the Fitzgerald Coast and Shire of Ravensthorpe Facebook page, or feel free to check with 
the Ravensthorpe Office 98381967 or Fitzgerald Coast Tourism Association  0400 499 267 Park Ranger- 
98383060 Parks and Wildlife Service. Parks and Wildlife Service 
website: parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/fitzgerald-river.  

IMPORTANT DIEBACK INFORMATION 
Dieback is caused by a pathogen, known 
as Phytophthora cinnamomi, which is lethal to hundreds 
of plant species. This disease kills plants by destroying 
their root systems, and threatens many of the park’s 
plant species.The climate of the south coast favours 
the spread of dieback, which thrives in warm, moist soil 
and can easily be spread in mud or soil that adheres to 
vehicle tyres or bush walkers’ footwear. It is therefore 
sometimes necessary to close roads and tracks. FRNP is 
one of the parks least infected by dieback in 
southwestern Australia. With your help it has a chance of 
remaining so. Bush walkers can help by cleaning mud 
and soil from their boots before entering a park or 
reserve, or at the boot-cleaning stations provided 
at trailhead sites in the park. When driving in the park, it 
is essential to keep to established roads and tracks 
and obey all ‘ROAD CLOSED’ signs. By washing the 
tyres and under-body of your car before and after a trip 
to a park or reserve, you can help preserve WA’s natural 
areas. Carwash available in Hopetoun.  

Quoin Head- FRNP

Park entry fees and daily camping fees 
apply. Drive carefully and please note that 
speed limits apply on all roads within the 
park.  Please take all rubbish with you. BE 
PREPARED: Always carry plenty of water 
as there are no reliable drinking water 
supplies within the park. TAKE CARE: 
Keep your personal safety in mind at all 
times. Caution is required. STAND BACK 
from rock headlands and 
cliff edges. CHOOSE fishing or swimming 
sites with great care. The Southern Ocean 
is unpredictable, making rock fishing 
and swimming dangerous. Huge waves 
and swells can suddenly occur even on 
calm days. Rocks become slippery 
when wet. Rip currents are common along 
the coastline. Wear a lifejacket at all times 
when fishing from rocks. NO PETS are 
permitted in the park.
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In June 2017 Heritage Listed 
Fitzgerald River National Park, 

retained international significance as 
UNESCO (United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation) approved the park as a 

Biosphere Reserve. This global 
recognition ensures the reserve will be 

managed and taken care of in a 
sustainable manner, in collaboration 

with the community. 

Did you know?

Park Activities 

 East Mt Barren

Hamersley Inlet

Picnic - Hamersley 

Cave  Point Lookout

Signed walk trails and Info 

East Mt Barren Climb features panoramic views over the park 
and eastern Barrens Ranges and Culham Inlet to Hopetoun. 
Allow 2-3 hours for the climb, 2.6kms return with moderate 
difficulty. 
Wildflowers: The park has 20% of WA’s plant species, and 
(especially in springtime) is alive with unique flowers- Royal 
Hakea, Qualup Bells, Scarlet Banksias and 4 winged Mallee 
just to name a few! Hamersley Inlet & Camp Ground is Ideal 
for bird watching, fishing, kayaking, and bush walks. The inlet 
is around 2m deep and stretches for 7km. Explore the waters 
edge walking from the picnic area to Hamersley beach, taking 
in the scenery & wildlife (2.2km return).  Boats can be 
launched at the inlet, so throw in a line for black bream.  16



The Beaches
Munglinup Beach 
Protected by reef, Munglinup beach boasts crystal clear 
waters popular for swimming snorkelling and fishing from 
the beach; a perfect beach for young families. Located 
about 80 km east of Hopetoun, turn down Springdale Rd 
into Munglinup Beach Rd.  
Starvation Bay  
One of the most popular camping sites for visitors to the 
Fitzgerald Coast region, visitors & locals can enjoy beach 
side camping at its finest. Swim, fish & play all day, you 
won’t want to leave this picturesque spot! Boat launching 
point, located around 40km East of Hopetoun. 
West Beach   
Beautiful views of the mountainous FRNP and a long 
stretch of beach to find the perfect patch of sand to laze 
on.  
Mason Bay 
Another favourite beachfront campsite amongst visitors & 
locals, surrounded by natural bushland. The beach, 
protected by an offshore reef provides calm waters for 
swimming & fishing. Boat launching point.  

The hardest part of your beach holiday will be to choose from one of the 
spectacular beaches on the pristine coastline of the Fitzgerald Coast ...

. 
2, 5 & 12 Mile (12 Mile currently inaccessible 
due to February 2017 flood)   
Travel along the Southern Ocean Road and stop 
off at 2 mile, 5 mile or 12 Mile beach. Popular 
spots being so close to the town centre, however 
often you will find a secluded rock pool for 
swimming or fishing.  
Hopetoun Foreshore 
Stroll from café straight down onto the beach. 
With shelters, a pontoon, toilet facilities and a 
fabulous grassed area for picnics this is a great 
family beach.  The Hopetoun Jetty is metres 
away on the groyne where you can go ‘jetty 
jumping’, fishing from the jetty, or watch as the 
boats come in.  

17

Front Beach - Left side of Groyne

Starvation Bay

Powell Point, Starvation Bay



The Beaches Fitzgerald River NAtional Park-
Barrens Beach: 
One of the most interesting and picturesque 
beaches on the Fitzgerald Coast, the bay is 
protected by the rocky out crops of Mount Barren 
and offers beautiful views of the Fitzgerald River 
National Park. The bay offers crystal clear and calm 
waters, what are you waiting for? Grab the S.U.P 
and go! 
Mylies Beach 
A beautiful stretch of sand that can be seen 
throughout the Fitzgerald River National Park, this 
beach is not as protected as most of the bays you 
will find, but offers a perfect spot for surfing, kite 
surfing and boogie boarding. 
Hamersley: 
The road into the Hamersley beach is not for the 
faint hearted, 4WD track only; driving over the sand 
dunes to get to the beach should be on every 
adventurers bucket list! Let your worries subside as 
you pop up over the sand dunes and see the epic 
deep blue of the ocean below.  

Quoin Head: 
The road into Quoin Head is 4WD (high clearance, low 
range) or foot only, this is a rough track with a steep 
decent. Quoin Head boasts amazing views of the 
coast, go fishing, surfing, swimming or enjoy exploring 
the rocks and caves. The creek at Quoin Head 
provides good bream fishing or a relaxing canoe trail. 
The popular hike, the Hakea Trail also ends at Quoin 
Head. 
Point Ann: 
The best, and the most picturesque whale watching 
site on the Fitzgerald Coast. Southern Right Whales 
can be seen calving from June to October in the bay 
below. No 4WD beach access. The beach at Pt 
Charles Bay is accessed at the St Marys inlet 
campsite. 
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Mylies Beach

Quoin Head

4WD beach access requires 
reduced tyre pressure and recovery 

gear. 



The Adventurer

The Groyne / Hopetoun Jetty 
The convenience of fishing right 
in town, simply cast your line off 
 rocks or the protected jetty for 
skippy, herring and squid. 
Culham Inlet 
In the recent February 2017 
floods the Culham Inlet broke 
through to the ocean, so fish are 
a plenty in the inlet and even 
prawns – but that is to be kept 
on the down low. Black bream 
are a constant in the inlet, enjoy! 
2 Mile Beach 
Beach fishing at its finest, 
salmon run from March through 
to October, expect whiting, 
herring and skippy all year 
round. 
Starvation Bay 
Whether fishing from rocks or 
beach, Starvo provides good 
fishing for salmon, whiting, 
herring, skippy and squid. Also, 
dolphins are often seen from the 
shores 

Fishing Top fishing spots 
kindly passed on by 
a local fisherman 

TOP 
SURFING 
SPOTS

2 Mile  
Easy access 
Left & Right  
Reef Break 

Hamersley Beach 
Access 4WD Only 

Left & Right 
Sand Break  

Crazy's  
Infront of the Port Hotel  

Reef Break  
Left & Right 

Experienced only  
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Hiking 

HAKEA Walk Trail  
Named after the iconic 
wildflower – the Royal Hakea- a 
spectacular and rugged walk 
trail, it begins at the Cave Point 
car park and finishes 23km to 
the West near Quoin Head. 
There are beach sections of the 
trail that may be affected by 
high tide so be sure to check 
conditions prior to commencing.  
 

Walk trails located in 

the Fitzgerald River 

National Park 
MAMANG Walk Trail 
(31 Km Return) Mamang comes from
the Aboriginal name for whale. The 
name is very fitting as the trail begins 
at Point Ann (popular whale spotting 
site) and stretches 15.5 km along the 
coast of the Fitzgerald River National 
Park to Point Charles. Get amongst 
the unique flora and fauna on this 
trail, watch the Southern Right 
Whales nurse their newborn calves 
close to shore (between July and 
October) and take in the breathtaking
viewpoints of the entire coastline from 
Doubtful Islands in Bremer Bay to 
East Mt Barren. 
 

East Mt Barren – Climb 
The walk to the summit of East 
Mt Barren features stunning 
views over the central park and 
eastern Eyre Range, the 
Culham Inlet to Hopetoun, and 
beyond to Esperance. Allow 2-3 
hrs, 2.6 km return, moderate 
difficulty. 
.  
 

Hopetoun Ravensthorpe - Railway Heritage Walk Trail 

The railway was established in 1909 for use in the gold rush in the 
Phillips River Goldfield, transporting products from Ravensthorpe to the 
port at Mary Ann Haven (later Hopetoun). By 1914 mining had dropped 
off in the region, however the railway was still used for farming up until 
1935 to carry wheat to the port. The trail is broken into sections, and in 
some, relics of the railway still remain, enjoy exploring a trail rich in 
wildflowers, natural beauty and history. 
Ravensthorpe to Desmond  16 KM 3 – 4 Hours 
Desmond to Kundip  9 KM 3 – 4 Hours 
Kundip to Lee Creek   13 KM 5 – 6 Hours 
Kundip Figure of Eight   5 KM 1 – 2 Hours 
Hopetoun Trailhead Loop  14 KM 3 – 4 Hours   
 To find brochures specific to each trail please visit the Visitor Centres in 
Ravensthorpe or Hopetoun. Please only attempt the trails if you have 
experience in bushwalking, moderate fitness, sturdy boots, appropriate 
clothing and plenty of water. Take nothing away but your memories (and 
some happy snaps) leave nothing behind but your footprints.  
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Camping

The Fitzgerald Coast is brimming with a great selection of camping options. Whether you wish to stay in a 
more traditional caravan park or set up in a bush camp environment, the choice is yours. 
Mason Bay and Starvation Bay have recently been upgraded to provide more camp sites and toilet 
facilities for camp goers. The family friendly camp grounds are very popular amongst visitors and locals, 
with VAC swim even being held at Starvation Bay during January. Sites are $10 per/night per/site. Dogs 
are welcome, but must be kept on leads. 
Camping in the Fitzgerald River National Park  
Hamersley Inlet: Enjoy close access to the inlet for all of your hiking, boating and fishing activities. The 
campground is run by the Shire of Ravensthorpe, only $10 per/night per/site, with toilet facilities and a 
sheltered gas BBQ.  
St Mary Inlet: Located on the Western Side of the Park near Point Ann, the site is accessible by two- 
wheel drive. You will find the location on the map in this brochure). It is $7.50 per adult per night and $2.20
for children. This site is quite basic with no facilities, you will need to bring your own water.  
Four Mile Campground: Popular site located near Four Mile Beach, accessible via 2WD, there are picnic 
tables and gas barbeques facilities. The site is $10 per adult per night, children $2.20. You will need to 
bring your own water. No fires within the National Park.  
Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun are RV friendly towns, there is FREE 48 hour camping for self-contained 
vehicles ONLY. The Ravensthorpe RV friendly site is opposite the BP Roadhouse, the Hopetoun RV 
Friendly site is located at the Esplanade car park. 
Hopetoun Facilities: A dump point is located at Senna Road opposite Wavecrest Village. Potable water 
for campers and caravans can be sourced at McCulloch Park near the Hopetoun Jetty end of town.  
Ravensthorpe Facilities: A dump point is located in Dunn Street next door to the Ravensthorpe 
Community Resource Centre. Potable water is available at the Information Bay on Morgans Street 
opposite the BP Roadhouse.  
Public Toilets:  Ravensthorpe – located at Jubilee Park (just east of the BP Roadhouse) and Rangeview 
Park, Morgans Street.  
Hopetoun – located at McCulloch Park. (Veal Street) and Town Beach/ Groyne car park 
With recent upgrades to McCulloch Park and future upgrades planned for Rangeview, all of the parks offer 
a great play ground for kids, with grassed areas and picnic facilities. 
 
 
 

Keep Fitzgerald Coast 
Beautiful: Picking native plants & 
wildflowers is prohibited. Camp in 
designated areas only & take 
rubbish with you.No fires are 
permitted between Nov 1 - Jan 31, 
observe all fire restrictions. Do not 
empty RV toilets into long drops, 
chemicals interfere. 23



Wildflowers

Wildflowers

The region is reputed to have more plants for its size than any other similarly 
sized area in the world. Many of them are endemic and, as yet, not all are 
documented. There are flowers in evidence all year round but spring is best. 
The diverse landscape provides a variation of rocks and                             
soil nutrients to promote a wide variety of plants. 

Pea Flower

Ravensthorpe Wildflower 
Show & Spring Festival  

Annual Event 
2 Weeks in September 

Street Parade . Country Carnival . 
Arts & Crafts . Live Music . Child 

Amusements . Market Stalls . Food 
. Wine Tasting . Devonshire Teas . 

Art Exhibitions . Tag - a - long 
Tours . More than 700 species on 

display in new Herbarium.  

Qualup Bells 

Hakea

Acacia

24

Enamel Orchid

Melaleuca rigidifolia

www.wildflowersravensthorpe.org.au
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Wildflower Show & Spring Festival 

Hopetoun Summer Festival

Held in January, the program varies each year. 
Last year it was jam packed with fitness & yoga 
sessions, surfing lessons, stand up paddle board 
hire, art workshops, wood work classes & heaps 
more!There is always something fun for all 
ages. This great event is brought to the 
community by the Hopetoun Progress 
Association - please check out their Facebook 
page for more information.

Hopetoun Fishing Competition 

Annual Event held on the 
Easter Long Weekend.  
Brought to you by 
Southerners Sporting Club.  
 

Local Events Calendar 

www.hopetounwa.com | www.ravensthorpe.crc.net.au 

 

Regular Arts Events 

www.ravensthorpe.wa.gov.au/arts-and-culture.aspx 

 

Mning History (Pg 14):  The History of Mining in the 
Phillips River Goldfield By Madeleine Norman. 
Hiking (Pg 20): Fitzgerald River National Park, 
Mamang Walk Trail brochure by Department of Parks
and Wildlife, & Hopetoun Ravensthorpe Railway 
Heritage Walk Trails brochures. 
Scenic Drive (Pg 5): Ravensthorpe Scenic Drive 
brochures. Special mention to D & A Williams for 
travelling the routes to confirm distances.  
Photography: The images in this brochure were 
taken by local photographer Dene Bingham. As 
always, a beautiful job!    
Advertising: Special thanks to the local businesses 
who participated in advertising. Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 
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Business Listing
Accomodation       
            Hopetoun Caravan Park                                                                                 9838 1008 
Hopetoun Chalet                                                                                             9838 1071 
Hopetoun Motel & Chalet Village                                                                    9838 3219 
Lake King Caravan Park                                                                                 9874 4048 
Lake King Tavern & Motel                                                                              9874 4048 
Munglinup Beach Caravan Park                                                                     9075 1155 
Port Hotel, Hopetoun                                                                                      9838 3053 
Range 2 Reef Realty - Hopetoun Holiday Homes                                          9838 3081 
Range Retreat, Ravensthorpe                                                                   0418 902 926 
Ravensthorpe Caravan Park                                                                          9838 1050 
Ravensthorpe Motel                                                                                       9838 1053 
Ravensthorpe Palace Motor Motel                                                                 9838 1005 
The Mannor B&B, Hopetoun                                                                          9838 3328 
Wavecrest Village & Tourist Park, Hopetoun                                                 9838 3888 
West Beach B&B, Hopetoun                                                                          9838 3182 

Fuel 
BP Roadhouse, Ravensthorpe                                                                       9838 1047 
Shell Roadhouse, Ravensthorpe                                                                    9838 1240 
Hopetoun Fuel Services                                                                            0428 381 232 
Hopetoun Fuels                                                                                         0428 383 302 
Hopetoun General Store                                                                                 9838 3052 
Lake King Agencies                                                                                        9874 4094 
Lake King Tavern & Motel                                                                              9874 4048 
Munglinup Roadhouse                                                                                    9075 1041 

General Store & Post Offices 
FE Daw & Sons IGA, Ravensthorpe                                                               9838 1008 
Hopetoun General Store (& Post Office)                                                        9838 3052 
Hopetoun IGA                                                                                                 9838 3919 
Lake King Agencies (& Post Office)                                                               9874 4094 
Munglinup Roadhouse (& Post Office)                                                           9075 1041 
Meridian Agencies, Ravensthorpe                                                                  9838 1276

Community Resource Centres & Visitor Centres  
Hopetoun Community Resource Centre                                                         9838 3062 
Ravensthorpe Community Resource Centre                                                  9838 1340 
Ravensthorpe Dance Cottage Museum                                                         9838 1191 
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Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions (DBCA)                0428 383 060 
Fitzgerald Coast Tourism Association                                                         0400 499 267
Ravensthorpe Shire Office                                                                               9839 0000 
Livingston Medical Centre, Hopetoun                                                              9838 3854 
Livingston Medical Centre, Ravensthorpe                                                        9838 1600
In emergency call 000
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